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Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we look back at the beginning of this school year,
let us note our accomplishments to date:

. Mr. McCaskey and our Bear Care Friends
improvedMarketing Materials for us -
brochures, flyers, cards and the website.

Bears Care implementé&teryday Math in Pre-
Kindergarten through Sixth Grade with ongoing
professional development of the teachers with
In-Services from the University of Chicago.

. Bears Care expanded tRess Scienc&€urriculum
for Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade that

began last school year. Again, there is on-going
professional development of all the teachers from

the University of Chicago.

. There is &re-Kindergarten through Third
Grade Writing Workshop for students with
monthly on-going professional development for
the teachers.

. Implementation of &lutrition and Fitness
Program was funded by a $5,000. Grant
awarded to STA from the National Diary
Association and the NFL.

. Mom & Toddler Classesbegan with the next one
scheduled for January 28, 2010.

- Expansion of Early Childhood Classrooms

resulted in the creation of separate three and four

year old Pre-Kindergarten Programs to fully
implement Differentiation of Instruction.

- Expansion of Libraries - Primary Library for
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 2; Upper Grade
Library & Research Lab for Grades 3.

- Reading Garden- Completion of Phase 1STA
wasawarded 3% Place in Region 4 Schools
Division of Mayor Daley’s 2009 Landscape
Awards Program.

. STA’s Flag Football Team won the 2009
Championship of the South Side Catholic
Flag Football League.

- Initiated two Volleyball Teams with the Varsity
Team taking Third Place.

As we begin a New Year, let me tell you of some the
activities planned for 2010!

- Our Annual Open House for New Familieswill

take place osunday, January 3%, along with a

Free Health Fair for Adults and Children in
the Gym. So please invite your friends and
spread the good news at STA!

- OurJazzy Mardi Gras Night will take place on
Saturday, February 13", in conjunction with
our Annual School Raffle. Ms. Maggie Brown
and Trio will be performing so please invite your
friends to join us. Tickets available in the School
Office.

- An Evening Open House for New Familiesvill
take place offrriday, February 26", from 5:00
to 8:00 pm.

. The Student Art Fair will be held onSaturday,
June 8", and is open to all students Kindergarten
through Grade 12 to participate in displaying and
selling their creations.

- Vacation Bible School for 3 to 7 year oldsvill
take place this summer.

Details on these events will be available on our
web sitewww.stapostleschool.conas they become
available. Please spread the word about the good
news at STA!

Sincerely.
Dorothy Murphy
principal@stapostleschool.com

January, 2010 Calendar Recap
Jan. 6 — Classes Resume
11 — School Board Meeting — 6:30 pm
12 — Home & School Meeting — 6:00 pm
15 — End of 2" Quarter
Last Day for Lower Price Mardi Gras Tickets

18 — NO SCHOOL

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
20 — Instructional Open House Day

8:30 am to 2:45 pm

All School Mass — 8:30 am
25 — Report Cards Go Home
27 — Scholastic Book Fair Begins
28 — Mom & Toddler Class — 10 am
29 — EARLY DISMISSAL — 11:30 am
Staff Development Day

30 — Market Day Order Pick-up

5™ Grade Parent/Student Volunteers
31 — Catholic Schools Week Begins

Open House for New Families
9amto 2 pm




Student Prayer Service Schedule

Friday, January 22
8:30 Prek & Kdg
9:001,2,&3
2:004,5,6,7,&8

Friday, February 5

8:30 PreK & Kdg
9:001,2,&3
2:004,5,6,7,&8

Friday, February 19

8:30 PreK & Kdg
9:001,2,&3
2:004,5,6,7,&8

Friday, March 12

8:30 - PreK & Kdg
9:00-1,2,&3
2:00-4,5,6,7,&8

Friday, March 26

8:30 - PreK & Kdg
9:00-1,2,&3
2:00-4,5,6,7,&8

Wednesday, March 31

Leaders - PreK 3
Leaders - 1st Grade
Leaders - 6th

Leaders - PreK 4
Leaders - 2" Grade
Leaders - 7th Grade

Leaders - Kdg
Leaders - 3rd Grade
Leaders - 8th Grade

Leaders - PreK 3
Leaders - 1st Grade
Leaders - 4th Grade

Leaders - PreK 4
Leaders - 2nd Grade
Leaders - 5th Grade

2:00 - Holy Week All School Prayer Service
Leaders - 1st, 4th, & 7thr@des

Friday, April 23
8:30 - PreK & Kdg
9:00-1,2,&3
2:00-4,5,6,7,&8

Friday, May 14
8:30 - PreK & Kdg
9:.00-1,2,&3
2:00-4,5,6,7,&8

Friday, May 28
8:30 - PreK & Kdg
9:00-1,2,&3
2:00-4,5,6,7,&8

Leaders - Kdg
Leaders - 3rd Grade
Leaders - 6th Grade

Leaders - PreK 3
Leaders - 1st Grade
Leaders - 7th Grade

Leaders - PreK 4
Leaders - 2nd Grade
Leaders - 8th Grade

Families and friends are always
invited to join us!

STA Families Volunteer at Christmas

We know that there are many wonderful stories that
involve our STA Families. ThanksNys. Tamara
Earley, we have the following to share with you.

For many, the Christmas season is spent
enjoying traditional holiday meals and
exchanging gifts with family and friends.

This Christmas
season, a small
group of STA 7"
and 8" graders
and parents
shared food and
gave gifts in a
special way.
The group
volunteered in a humanitarian effort to help
feed starving children in developing countries.
The volunteers worked for Feed My Starving
Children , a Christian organization committed
to "Feeding God's Starving Children, Hungry in
Body and Spirit."

The student and
parent volunteers
worked in groups
to hand-pack
food: measuring
ingredients,
packing food and
preparing boxes = ,
for shipment to starving children worldwide.
The food is sent to children in more than 60
countries including Haiti, Sudan, Jamaica,
Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Tanzania,
Lesotho, Liberia, Ghana, Guatemala, Malawi,
Cambodia, East Timor, Nicaragua, Sri Lanka,
India, Indonesia, Cameroon, Niger, Colombia,
and El Salvador.

The volunteers helped pack 11,448 meals -
enough food to feed 32 children for one year.
When the packlng was done, STA 8th-grader
: WEl 2 Amber

.« ¥4 Witherspoon was
. selected from
among 49
volunteers to lead
the blessing of the
shipment, to send it
on its journey. The
experience provided a valuable lesson in the




importance of not just receiving, but also giving
during the holiday season. We encourage
more students and parents to take advantage
of this opportunity to help needy children and
join in next year. Thanks to Gachele Coffey
(Carson Hughes’ Mother) for helping to
organize the event. And a very special thanks
to Albert Williams (Adam Williams’ Father)

for transporting the children to and from the
packing site in Aurora, lllinois.

Student Volunteers: Adam Williams, Andre
Emery, Carson Hughes, Jelani Sankey,
Amber Witherspoon, Eugene Witherspoon,
and Deanti Nichols .

Parent Volunteers: Gachele Coffey, Tamara
Earley, Seletta Goodall-Nichols and Albert
Williams

If you have a story, please don't hesitate to submit it {o
Mrs. Perlut at cperlut@stapostleschool.com

ART — from the Bottom Up!

STA students recently experienced Art in a
new way. Mrs.
Sitbon and her
son, Louis,
presented a new
art concept to
the students in
Grades 8,7,2,1
and 3 on
Thursday,

January 7™. Drawing with your feet was a

concept that students

were at first skeptical

about but they soon

were totally involved in

this new technique.

Total concentration

was evident as they

proceeded to experiment with this skill.

Students comments about this class were:

“Very abstract teaching methods, was not boring.
Strange as it is, | had fun doing this.”
- Aja Taylor, 8" Grade

“This art class was really fun and entertaining. I've
never drew with my feet, so this was a really good
experience. | think we should do this again. | had A
LOT of fun!!” -Maya Branch, 8" Grade

“This class was very interesting. It was kind of hard but
fun at the same time | thought. This was a very creative

class. | happened to be very good at this which amazed
me. If we were ever to do this again, | probably would
say yes to doing it.” -Carson Hughes,"™8Grade

“The class today was
pretty cool, this is
something we have
never done before.
The class was unique
and we really got to
express ourselves in a
different weird kind

of way.” -Heather Bland, 7" Grade

“I loved the class. It was a fun experience. I'll practice
at home.” -Josha Jones, ¥ Grade

“I think it was really fun. After awhile my toes started
to hurt but it was different in a good way. So | would do
this again!” -Shelby Robinson, 7 Grade

Mrs. Sitbon also wanted to share a sampling of
some unsigned earlier student interpretive artwork:



With the New Year upon us, it
was not long ago that Santa
accompanied by his personal
elf and helpers descended on
the St. Thomas’ snow.

To prepare a merry breakfast
was not all he came to do.

He told a brief story for all to listen to.

To hear Christmas wishes is his real claim to fame
but we hate to see him leaving when bidding
Merry Christmas his last exclaim.

There were many happy faces and

tons of holiday bliss,

but there are only pictures now to remind us
of the man we all will miss.
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Benjamin Franklin, Thomas

Jefferson and King George, I

were among the notable figures

that appeared iNr. Driscoll's

Fifth Grade Class. Students

presented their interpretations of

historical figures by taking on

that role, after researching the

lives of these notable persons

and their accomplishments.

They introduced themselves and presented their
views on issues of their day to the Social Studies
Class.

What a journey a small apothecary bottle has taken
our First Graders on! The continuing story of their
learning journey under the guidance of their teacher,
Mrs. Berlin, has pleased everyone — especially the
Principal “You're teaching our children to love
learning and there is nothing | want more!”

A recent e-mail that Mrs. Berlin sent to the First
Grade Parents summarizes their latest experience:
“..Rebecca Graff, PhD candidate in Anthropology at
the University of Chicago, is the Archaeologist |
contacted to help us date our bottle. Today
(December 1) she brought some of her own
bottles from the same time period — bottles that she
herself excavated
in Jackson Park!
She also brought
the tools of her
trade and shared
her knowledge
with the class. |
must tell you that the behavior the class exhibited
was amazing. They
were very engaged,
asked wonderful
guestions, and made
great connections.
They were able to tell
the archaeologist
about our trip around
the neighborhood and to the Midway and were able
to tell her about what things looked like at the time
of the World’s Fair. She was very impressed and
said that the first grade exhibited more “interest and
enthusiasm about archaeology than many college
students!”

You would think that this would be the end of this
journey but there is yet more of the story to come.

A visit with Ms. Graff at her U of C Office and
meeting other Archaelogists just happened this past
week! The details will be in next month’s issuel
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Give following businesses a try this year and you
also be helping STA:
GoodSearch.com
GoodShop.com
Market Day
Office Depot
SchoolPax Program: Foot Locker,
1-800-flowers.com & Subway
Scrip
Target

Also, please remember to save
Box Tops for Education
Campbell Soup Labels
and
Recycle! — Aluminum Cans/Ink Cartridges

Recently, the school has benefited, through the
help of our families and friends, from the
following organizations:

GoodSearch.com & GoodShop.comeent a check
for $11.64 This represents 1,164 searches and
shopping done online through GoodSearch and
GoodShop between October, 2008 and September,
20009.

Office Depot submitted a merchandise card for
$31.55 to use for office suppliesThis represents i
5% earnings on Office Depot shopping done
between July, 2009 and September, 2009.

52

Box Tops for Education sent a check for $130.00.
This represents the box tops submitted between
May, 2009 and October, 2009.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Fundraising is part of the life of any non-profiganization
and with your help using the above merchants velptour
general budget and your tuition cost.

The Annual STA Raffle Ticket Drawing
will take place at
“Jazzy Mardi Gras with Maggie Brown”
on Saturday, February 13, 2010.

Remember, all raffle prizes are CASH!
The deadline for submission of stubs and money is
February 10, 2010.

“Jazzy Mardi Gras Night” Tickets are available
in the School Office.

The success and growth of each student
is the primary goal of our Faculty,
Staff and Programs.

The articles in this newsletter alone give
evidence that with involved parents each
student will continue to be a success!

As you know, STA'’s existence is dependent
upon the families that enroll their children at
the school. Obviously, the more students
we enroll, the stronger our school becomes.
So please help us enroll more students by
sharing your first-hand knowledge of STA
with interested parents and invite them to
attend our Open Houses and/or have

them call the school for detailed information.






