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Ms. Dorothy Murphy, Principal March, 2010

Dear Parents, Guardians and Parishioners, March. 2010 Calendar Recap

; Mar. 1-12 Terra Nova Testing
A Special Thank You to All of You who Mar. 1 — Billy Branch, Jazz Artist and Grammy

helped with and attended our Fitst Atmual Award Winner, performs for STA
Mardi Gras, especially Mrs. Judith Mitchell, Students at 1:30 pm
Mrs. Betty Sitbon, Mrs. Lori Branch, 1 - Progress Reports Go Home
Ms. Diane Mehlinger, Ms. Annika Mitchell, 2 — Dr. Seuss Day for PreK, K, 1 & 2
Mr. Alex Guzman, the Wallace Family and 2 — Home & School Mtg — 6:00 pm
the Dairyko Family. 7 - E_uble Vacation 1Scho_o| Mtg — 12:30 pm
It was great fun and we look forward to next year! in Ms. Murphy's Office
' 8 — School Board Mtg — 6:30 pm
| would like to suggest you mark your calendars for 13 — Join STA & Big Shoulders at Chicago’s
other upcoming happenings at STA: St. Patrick’s Day Parade!
15 — NO SCHOOL - School Holiday
May 14th — STA Theatre Club performs 16 — NO SCHOOL - School Holiday
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” at 7:00 pm. 17 — All School Mass — 8:30 am
Tickets will be available in the School Office. 17 - |gSSEBUCti0“a|204P59n House Day
, : :30 am to 2:45 pm
June 5" - STA's 2 Annual Youth Art F‘?“r 19 — Humanology Mobpile Visit for K, 1 & 2
takes place from 10 am to 4 pmAll children, 24 — Student Reconciliation Service — 10 am
Kindergarten through High School, are invited 25 — 1% Gr. Field Trip to Shedd Aquarium
to participate in displaying and selling their art 9:15 am to 2:30 pm
work. 25 — Parent & Toddler Class — 8:00 - 9:30 am

26 — Girls in Grades 4 to 8 experience
“GIRLS IN THE GAME” 12:15 - 2:45 pm
27 — Market Day Order Pick Up 8:30-9:30 am

June 14-July 9 - Summer School Enrichment
classes with Field Trips for Grades 1 to 7.

July 12-16 — Bible Vacation School takes place. 3" Gr. Parent/Student Volunteers-7:30 am
All children ages 3 to 9 are invited to join it. 27 — Ladies Auxiliary Prayer Breakfast with
As th dat further inf i i speaker, Fr. Jack Farry — 10:00 am
s these dates come nearer, further information wi Tickets available in School Offi  ce.
be shared. o 28 — PALM SUNDAY
Everyone is invited to join in these events!
In the meantime, during this time of Lent, the Big Shoulders & St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Seventh Grade launched a “Hope for Haiti”
Campaign in the school and has raised just under
$1,500. The S.T.A.R Recycling Student Group
donated their recycling profits of $100 and our Art _ Patrick’'s Day Parade on Saturday,
Classes combined their efforts to raise money for = March 13"

this special cause by creating and selling their _ ‘ _

version of Haitian Art for a total of $350 thus far! Big Shoulders provides support to STA and many
Our Second Graders and Ms. Brown have composed ©ther Chicago Catholic Schools so it would be

a prayer in the form of a song for the people of Haiti, MOSt appropriate for STA Families to show our

Look for the video clip of our entire student body appreciation by joining them to march in the St.
singing onwww.stapostleschool.cosoon. Patrick's Day Parade.Please plan tarrive
between 12:15-12:30 pnand look forStreet

Sincerely. Banner #2on the West Side of Columbus Drive
Dorothy Murphy between Balbo & Roosevelt (closer to Balbm)
principal@stapostleschool.com gather as the Big Shoulders Marching Group.

. All STA families are invited to join
the Big Shoulders Organization (Unit
"8 #51) in Marching in Chicago’s St.
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Ms. Kudia, our Title | Teacher, just received the
NESI Chicago Area Employee Excellence Awarst
which acknowledges her consistent exemplary
teaching performance at St. Thomas the Apostl
School over the past three year perioder
creativity, organization and excellent parent
communication skills, among others, brought hgr
this special recognition for her contributions
to the NESI organization.
[NESI provides in-school remedial services freelwrge
to eligible private school students under ‘| Part A of
the Elementary and Secondary Education AcB66]" as

amended. Title | is the largest single progadrfederal
aid for elementary and secondary education.]
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March is National Women'’s History Month
March, 2010 is the 3DAnniversary of the National
Women’s History Project (NWHP) and in
celebration of this anniversary, all previous themes
of past years are being highlighted under the
overarching theme of “Writing Women Back into
History”.

Depending on grade level and curriculum focus,
students will be studying different aspects of
women'’s achievements from ecology to art and from
sports to politics.

Visit www.nwhp.org to learn about the amazing
accomplishments of women throughout history!

For more ideas on Healthy Snacks, please visit:

' www.eatright.org/Public

! Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine
! www.pcrm.org/health/veginfo/snacks.html
 Healthy Snacks for Kids
|
1
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http://pediatrics.about.com/od/nutrition/a/0208
hth snacks.htm
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Student Lenten Activities

During this Lenten Season, all of our
students are examining various aspect:
of Lent. A few examples of what’s
happening in the classrooms are:

PreK 3 & 4 Studentsvill be actively involved in helping
out at home — one time a week, helping in the classroom,
singing at a Retirement Home, and baking a special treat
for people who help in our classroom.

Kindergartenersare learning about change and growth
with the planting of seeds and creating a butterfly and
writing what good deeds they plan to do throughout the
year.

First Gradersare starting a project called “Following in

the Footsteps of Jesus.” Each day a student will get to
trace and cut out his/her footprint. Then the class will
discuss all the kind things this student does for others.
The child whose kindnesses are discussed will then get to
write in his/her footprint which nice thing they liked
hearing about best from the discussion and the footprint
will then be taped on the project display.

Second Graderdegan with discussion of ashes on Ash
Wednesday and why giving things up or doing extra good
deeds during Lent is important. They are beginning to
write Lenten Haikus.

Third Gradersare learning about the Stations of the
Cross, discussing Christ’s sufferings in relation to their
lives and their doing “good deeds”. They are also
drawing the stations for display.

Fourth Graderswill continue to discuss the key events
of Lent — The Last Supper, the Stations of the Cross and
Crucifixion.

Fifth Graders are writing reflections on what they have
“taken on” or “given up” for the 40 days of Lent

Sixth Gradersare exploring why the Church calls us to
focus on prayer, sacrifice and good works during Lent.
They are also keeping a Lenten Journal.

Seventh Gradersire focusing on the concept of Lent
being a “Rewarding Journey” sacrificing, overcoming
temptation, almsgiving, changing attitudes/behaviors
toward others, being of service and witnessing Jesus.
The meaning of Holy Week and Stations of the Cross will
be reviewed with students re-creating a Station with a
modern day example, prayer and reflection. The movie,
“Mary, Mother of God” will be viewed and discussed.

Eighth Gradersare writing reflections and prayers based
on photos they view, as well as, determining what Holy
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday teach them
about Jesus.



The Mardi Gras Portfolio

is a set of five prints made
from Mrs. Betty Sitbon’s
original paintings created for
the STA Mardi Gras Night
with the help ofMr. Ronald
Branch, STA Alumnus.

The interest and many requests to buy the art at our
Mardi Gras in February prompted the creation of
the Mardi Gras Portfolio. Each painting, on canvas,
is priced at $200 but the limited edition set of five
prints (only 50 sets are being printed) are available
for $100 or $25 for a single print. They are all
signed and numbered.

Proceeds from this special sale will help fund next
year’s Mardi Gras at STA. For more information,
contact Mrs. Betty Sitbon at the School Office,
773-667-1142.
Interested in commissioning a work of Art?
Contact Mrs. Sitbon!

SHELL ART

Our Art Classes continue to reveal the growing
talents of our students. The latest examples below
present shells drawn as studies in black and grey
tones produced with only a pencil and focus in the
hands of our young artist©ur Eighth Graders
captured the realness of the shell and our First
Graders added stories and let their imaginations
take over, after the initial shell was drawn.
















